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2025 Community Development Tour

Tuesday, April 1st — 1:30pm-5:30pm
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Galveston Central Church and Grace Clinic

Galveston Central Church began as a grassroots movement in 1885, taking an active role in
community outreach and growing to a membership of almost 900 people by the mid-twentieth
century. Following Hurricane Ike, those numbers dropped dramatically into the single digits.

In the summer of 2014, Central underwent a revitalization process. While the membership
numbers shifted in recent years, the passion, excitement, and love for Galveston had not.
Central officially re-launched in February of 2015, hoping to be a church known for their radical

hospitality, irrational generosity, and unmerited love. Central seeks to offer hope and grace and
imagination to the surrounding community and beyond.

Central offers a number of services such as showers, laundry facilities, a clothes closet, a bike

repair shop, a home goods freestore, counseling services, and access to free medical care
through the Grace Clinic.

Vision Galveston and BUILD Galveston—LA Morgan Elementary School

v | S I o N Vision Galveston started as a project to empower the Galveston Island community to define

its vision for the city. After a nine-month period of numerous conversations, feedback

GA Lv E STO N sessions, and community events involving more than 8,500 individuals, Vision Galveston

developed a strategic framework consisting of 78 recommendations with the aim of

transforming Galveston into the best place to live, work, raise a family, and visit for all
socioeconomic groups and demographics.



Vision Galveston and BUILD Galveston—continued.

BUILD Galveston began as one of those seventy-eight recommendations. Its mission is
to strengthen the social, physical, and economic environment of the community with a
focus on providing attainable housing for those working on the island and revitalizing
historically underserved neighborhoods.

St. Vincent’s House and Hope Clinic

The mission of St. Vincent's House is to provide services and resources to empower people to
become healthy, self-sustaining, and contributing members of the community. Most individuals
served by St. Vincent’s House are members of the most vulnerable population: uninsured and
underserved individuals and families.

Since its charter in 1956, St. Vincent's House has expanded its service area to include
economically and resource-challenged citizens throughout Galveston County. St. Vincent's
current partners include UTMB providing free and reduced cost medical care, Family Service
Center providing mental health services, Galveston County Food Bank providing nutrition
assistance, Galveston County Commissioner's Court providing emergency assistance and several
other local and state agencies.

Current programs include a food pantry, take-along snack packs, shower and laundry ministry to
the homeless, comprehensive case management setting families and individuals on a path to self
-sustainability, financial literacy, free clinics for speech, occupational and physical therapy,

general medicine, and multiple specialty clinics for chronic and acute care.
The Cedars at Carver Park

The Cedars at Carver Park opened in June 2017. The Texas General Land Office, developer and
property manager McCormack Baron Salazar, Inc., the City of Galveston, and the Galveston
Housing Authority all celebrated its opening, which not only brought new, dynamic residential
options to the island but also provided a portion of the replacement housing for residents of the
former Magnolia Homes and Cedar Terrace public housing sites flooded by Hurricane lke in 2008.

The Cedars at Carver Park spans multiple blocks just west of Downtown. It consists of 122
apartments and townhomes with 63 affordable and 59 market-rate units. The Cedars includes
standard amenities - fitness centers, playgrounds, in-unit washers and dryers, and on-site
management and maintenance.

Funding for the development was a collaboration including Federal Disaster Relief Funds issued by
HUD and administered by the Texas General Land Office, funds from the City of Galveston, funds
from the Galveston Housing Authority, and the Galveston Public Facility Corporation.

The Birthplace of Juneteenth

In 2025, Galveston commemorates the 160th anniversary of Juneteenth, a defining
moment in American history and a powerful symbol of freedom. On June 19, 1865, more
than two years after the Emancipation Proclamation, Union soldiers arrived in Galveston
to announce the official end of slavery in Texas. Union Major General Gordon Granger
stood near what is now the parking lot by Nia Cultural Center, and issued General Order
No. 3, declaring freedom for all enslaved people in Texas. The order read: "The people of
Texas are informed that, in accordance with a proclamation from the Executive of the
United States, all slaves are free." This historic day in Galveston gave birth to Juneteenth,
now recognized as a national holiday and a time for reflection, education, and celebration
of African American resilience, culture, and progress.




